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EAST KENWICK AND ORANGE GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOLS —  
LESMURDIE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

Grievance 
MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [9.36 am]: My grievance is to the minister representing the Minister for 
Education. It relates to two primary schools within my electorate and their relationship to two high schools 
which are in fact within the electorate of Kalamunda. Firstly, the two primary schools in question are the East 
Kenwick Primary School and the Orange Grove Primary School. East Kenwick and Orange Grove Primary 
Schools traditionally had a large number of students leave to enter Lesmurdie Senior High School. This has been 
a longstanding tradition, and one that I think most of the community had accepted would continue. I was recently 
approached by a number of families—11 families from East Kenwick, to my knowledge, and about six families 
from Orange Grove—as they had been given the devastating news that they would not be offered a place at 
Lesmurdie Senior High School. Speculation has arisen that Lesmurdie Senior High School has been told to 
restrict its intake to local boundaries to prepare for year 7 entry into high school in 2015. The students I am 
talking about here are about to graduate year 7 this year and anticipate entering year 8 in 2013. When the 2015 
entry comes about, they will certainly be well advanced through high school. There does not seem to be any 
significant link between the entry of these students into a year 8 program next year and the year 7s entering high 
school further down the path. However, that is the advice that a number of parents have received through the 
grapevine as to why it is occurring.  

It would seem that parents who have children already at Lesmurdie Senior High School are being offered places 
for children who are about to enter year 8. It would seem that the high school has made an exemption to keep 
families together, but where a new entry is occurring, they are denying it. It would seem that that is probably to 
stop siblings entering later on. The problem is that the local intake high school for both Orange Grove and East 
Kenwick Primary Schools is Yule Brook College. Yule Brook College offers only years 8 to 10 at this time; it 
does not offer a full curriculum up to year 12. That is probably the biggest concern that these parents are 
expressing to me. They do not want to send their kids to Yule Brook College only to find that three years later, at 
a very vulnerable time in students’ lives, they then have to completely rip them out of that environment and put 
them into another environment. The other concern parents have expressed to me is that Yule Brook College has a 
slightly different focus than some of the more traditional high schools. Yule Brook does excellent work dealing 
with some disadvantaged people and it won a National Australia Bank Schools First award last year. This is what 
the website said about Yule Brook College — 

Yule Brook College is a metropolitan middle school, catering for 160 students from Years 8 to 10. The 
majority of the students are male and 40% are Aboriginal. Labelled as one of the ten most 
disadvantaged schools in WA and in the top 100 most disadvantaged in Australia, the college retains a 
diverse population which includes mostly local students and Aboriginal boys. In addition it offers a 
second chance for a small percentage of youths referred by Juvenile Justice, students who have been 
excluded from other schools and individuals with intellectual disability or other issues. The college’s 
challenge is to inspire all of its students to attend school and motivate them to become independent life-
long learners with positive aspirations towards employment. 

Yule Brook College does an excellent job at dealing with that particular population, but many of the parents say 
that their children are not at risk of committing truancy, they are not at risk of being excluded from other schools 
and they do not need to put them into those particular programs, and their fear is that that is the focus of Yule 
Brook. I have spoken to several of these families and they all had different stories. The mother of Jakob Jensen, 
Michelle Jensen, contacted me and pointed out that Lesmurdie Senior High School is by far the closest school to 
their home, it is very close to Jakob’s siblings’ primary school and it would make a lot of sense for him to go to 
Lesmurdie. Betty Cooper, whose granddaughter is Skye Madison Mee, was extremely concerned about getting a 
place and was absolutely insistent that there needed to be a year 8 to 12 placement, as she did not want to add to 
the ongoing disruption that had occurred to Skye in her life so far by having her change high schools. Anne 
Reilly, Cadence Reilly’s mother, was very concerned. She had selected Orange Grove Primary School because it 
had a semi-rural setting that suited Cadence’s temperament—she is a very talented young artist; I have met her. 
Her mother had gone to Lesmurdie Senior High School open day, spoken to the people there and had been 
encouraged to apply for Cadence’s entry because they felt she would be an excellent fit for their program. 
Cadence had become extremely excited about going to that particular high school only to have this policy change 
come into effect and her hopes dashed. 

We have a unique situation in which the children in this area do not have access to a full high school. They do 
not have access to one that will get them all the way to year 12. They are entitled to the same level of education 
that everyone else has. I ask for a bit of leniency for these two primary schools so we can make accommodation 
to ensure that those children get a full high school education. 
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MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.43 am]: I am happy to respond on behalf of the 
Minister for Education on the issues that the member for Forrestfield has raised. The high schools that he 
referred to are in fact in my electorate of Kalamunda—that is, Lesmurdie Senior High School and Yule Brook 
College—and both of them provide excellent educational programs and have, in my view, very good leadership.  

The issues that the member has raised, as he said, relate essentially to the desire of the parents of some of these 
students in year 7 at Orange Grove Primary School—which is in the electorate of Forrestfield, but close to the 
boundary of the electorate of Kalamunda, so I guess in that sense we have a common interest from a local 
electorate point of view as well—to be able to attend Lesmurdie Senior High School next year. The situation in 
relation to the policy is in fact provided for in section 78 of the School Education Act, which essentially provides 
for students who are outside of the normal intake area of a particular school to be able to attend the school they 
desire if there is room for them. Schools are either designated as local intake area schools, where they are under 
significant enrolment pressure, or non-local area intake schools, where there is a greater degree of flexibility for 
students from outside the schools’ particular areas to be accepted. Lesmurdie Senior High School, as the member 
indicated, is a local intake area school and is under considerable enrolment pressure to accommodate students 
who reside within its local intake area. The school is required to plan for the expected transfer of year 7 students 
to a secondary school setting in 2015, so that is a factor, and consequently, the ability of Lesmurdie Senior High 
School to accept applications for enrolment that it receives from parents of students residing outside of its local 
intake area in 2013 is curtailed, and indeed, non-existent in respect of some year groups, so I am advised. 

I do not think the issue of Yule Brook College providing for education in years 8, 9 and 10 and then students 
needing to attend another school after that should be of significant concern. Yule Brook College evolved from 
the closure of Maddington Senior High School in 2000, with the aim of creating a middle school that would 
better suit the needs of the local community. Indeed in the educational arena these days we are seeing much 
more of a trend towards establishing middle schools for years 8 to 10 or years 7 to 10, as exists in some cases, 
and then senior colleges for years 11 and 12. Just because it is a different sort of model to that which applies in 
many high schools across the state, I do not think that it is in any sense an inferior model, and in fact, in many 
respects, it is probably better. 

Mr A.J. Waddell: It is not about being inferior; is about continuity. It is saying that 15-year-old kids are at a 
difficult time in their lives and forcing them to suddenly upheave and move somewhere else is really quite 
damaging to them, and I think that is what is concerning these parents. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Naturally, I can understand those parents and it is highly desirable that they are concerned 
about their children having the best possible future. I relate to that entirely, but I make the observation, as I said, 
that the model of having middle school and then a separate senior college is not necessarily a bad one and in fact 
has many advantages to it. The senior college in the Maddington–Cannington area is Sevenoaks Senior College, 
which was also established, if I recall correctly, at the same time as Yule Brook College, and it provides a much 
broader range of opportunities for senior high school students than is the case in many traditional senior high 
schools. Yule Brook College provides an excellent educational program. It has students from the particular 
backgrounds that the member for Forrestfield mentioned, but it also has a responsibility, I believe, to ensure that 
students coming from other backgrounds—in short perhaps less challenged backgrounds—are very well 
provided for, and I have no doubt that the principal Janette Gee and all the other staff at the school would ensure 
that that does occur, particularly if these issues are raised with them. I am sure they are on the radar of the school 
now, but I think following this debate, that will be ensured. I have visited Yule Brook College on a number of 
occasions—as I said, it is in the Kalamunda electorate—and the work that it does is very highly regarded. It is 
very effective and successful in dealing with students from some difficult backgrounds in some cases. Quite a 
number of Aboriginal students who attend the school are being very effectively engaged in the education system, 
as they were not previously. As I have indicated, it should not only be those students who are catered for, it 
should be students who have a strong level of academic interest as well, if they attend Yule Brook College. I pay 
full respect and give a great deal of credit to the staff at Yule Brook College for the excellent work they have 
done over the last decade or so—particularly the last four or five years—that has provided some very good 
outcomes for students who would probably not have otherwise had such a good outcome.  

I will ensure that the Minister for Education is made aware of this debate, of course; whether there is any 
opportunity to look at the boundaries and whether they should be modified is something that could be 
considered. If there is a good argument in relation to students living closer to Lesmurdie Senior High School 
than they do to Yule Brook College, perhaps that is something that could be taken into account. But I do not 
think parents should be fearful of the options available to them.  
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